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This course will consider some of the ethical problems and issues faced by teachers and educational institutions in early 21st century liberal-democratic nations. These include the traditional questions of ethics, such as the nature of freedom, authority and indoctrination, duty and obligation, but also the ethics of teaching and learning, and the role of education for the formation of democratic citizens. This course includes readings from philosophy and philosophy of education. This course is theory-based and has numerous assigned readings. 

Required Texts
Copy Pack (available at University Bookstore)
Suggested Texts:

Strike, K. and Soltis, J. (2003). Ethics and Education. New York: Teachers College Press

Assignments
One homework assignment due end of Class 7
One 15 minute lead-in from Class 2 onwards (may be done with partner in the form of discussion/comment)
One 45 minute group presentation (last week of classes)
Homework Assignment

Choose one theme (nature of autonomy, the role of values in teaching and learning, the education of a democratic citizen) and combine it with one school of thought (e.g. virtue ethics; principle-based ethics; pragmatism) from Blackwell’s Companion to Ethics and the other readings. 

Discuss the following questions in paragraph form (about one paragraph for each). 

1) Discuss the general stance this school of thought would take on the theme in question.

2) What criteria would this school of thought use/establish to determine or validate its ethical judgments?

3) What outcome or ‘take’ on the theme would it end up supporting, in your estimation? 

4) What educational issues or problems would you presume to be important, given this theme and this school of thought?

5) What practical and/or policy changes would you presume to see given this theme and this school of thought?

Presentation Lead-in
Together with a partner, develop a summary of one of the readings for the class. Prepare a short discussion on how this might apply to an educational situation, concern, or problem resulting in a change in policy or practice. Be prepared to field questions from other students on the reading.

The lead-in should take approximately 15 minutes, including discussion.

Final Presentation

Assemble in groups of 4-5. Choose among the topics below and begin to research a policy statement, regulation, position paper, or curricular document/practice relating directly to the topic. Use the readings as a theoretical backdrop for your discussion. In your presentation you should

1) Define the issue, problem, or concern

2) Discuss the intervention, regulation, position being proposed or used

3) Discuss the ethical and/or moral implications of the problem and the associated intervention, regulation, or position from at least one of the schools of thought (eudemonistic ethics; principle-based ethics, pragmatism) discussed in class and in the readings

4) Discuss the feasibility of a practical or policy solution to the moral/ethical aspect of the problem: what would it take? How might we get there?
Suggested Topics
a) Autonomy and Professional Responsibility (Standards of Practice; Education Statutes and Regulations of Ontario): who should control teachers’ practices? The use of curricular materials? The decisions as to what to teach and when? 
b) Human Rights and Social Justice: what should we teach about human rights, civil rights, and social justice in the classroom, and how should we teach it? What happens when rights seem to collide?
c) Environmental Ethics in Educational Practice: what role should teachers play in environmental education, if any? What might be appropriate (or inappropriate) in terms of curricular materials, teaching methods, and overall course design?
Schedule of Dates and Readings

Class One: Introduction; discussion of syllabus; overview of course; assignment of readings; introduction to ethics and values in educational practice and policy; beginning discussion of Eudemonistic and Virtue Ethics
Class Two: Eudemonistic and Virtue Ethics
Christopher Rowe :“Ancient Ethics”
Greg Pence: “Virtue Ethics”

C.D.C. Reeve: “Aristotelian Education”

Class Three: Eudemonistic and Virtue Ethics
Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Books 1, 2

Class Four: Eudemonistic and Virtue Ethics

Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Books 5, 6, 7

Class Five: Selected Issues in Ethics, Practice, and Policy (1): The Role of Virtues in Educational Practice

David Carr. “Three Approaches to Moral Education”
Colin Wringe. “Reasons, Rules, and Virtues in Education”
David Carr. “Moralized Psychology or Psychologized Morality?”

Class Six: Principle-based Ethics.

Jerome Schneewind. “Modern Moral Philosophy”

Immanuel Kant’s Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Preface, chapter 1

Class Seven: Principle-based Ethics.

Readings: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Chapter 2.

Onora O’Neill. “Kantian Ethics”

Class Eight: Principle-based Ethics.

James Scott Johnston. “Moral Law and Moral Education: Defending Kantian Autonomy”
Barbara Herman: “Training to Autonomy”
Class Nine: Selected Issues in Ethics, Practice, and Policy (2): Teaching for the Autonomous Citizen
R.F. Dearden. “utonomy and Education”
Jee-Hun Lee and Colin Wringe. “Rational Autonomy, Morality, and Education”
Class Ten: Pragmatic Ethics.

John Dewey, Theory of Valuation Chapter 1-3
Class Eleven: Pragmatic Ethics

Readings: John Dewey, Theory of Valuation Chapters 4-6

John Dewey, Democracy and Education Chapter 26

Class Twelve: Selected Issues in Ethics, Practice, and Policy (3): A Pragmatic theory of Teaching and Learning

Jim Garrison: “Dewey’s Philosophy of Education”

Christine McCarthy, Dewey’s Ethics: Philosophy or Science?

Laurel Tanner. Dewey’s Laboratory School Chapter 8

Class Thirteen: Selected Issues in Ethics, Practice, and Policy (4): Education for a democratic character

Paul Fairfield: Teaching Ethics: From Moralism to Experimentalism chapter 6
Jim Garrison, “Prophetic, Epideictic Rhetoric: Poetic Education Beyond Good and Evil”

Steven Fesmire. “Educating the Moral Artist: Dramatic Rehearsal in Moral Education”
Classes 14-15
Presentations, Presentations, Presentations!
